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Topics Covered

• Policy Implementation for Biographical Sketch 
and Current and Pending Support

• NSF-Approved Formats
 SciENcv
 NSF Fillable Forms

• Using the NSF-Approved Formats and Getting 
Help

• SciENcv Demonstration
• Frequently Asked Questions - send your 

questions to policy@nsf.gov

mailto:policy@nsf.gov
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Policy Implementation
Key Dates for 2020 PAPPG

• Posted to the NSF 
website on Friday, 
January 24, 2020

• Effective June 1, 
2020 for proposals 
submitted or due, on 
or after that date

• Released to the 
community more than 
120 days prior to 
effective date
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Policy Implementation
Biographical Sketch

• Requires senior personnel to use an NSF-
approved format to generate the biographical 
sketch

• Appointments section must include any titled 
academic, professional, or institutional position 
whether or not remuneration is received.

• Synergistic Activities must be specific and may 
not include multiple examples to describe a 
single activity.
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Policy Implementation
Current & Pending Support

• NSF uses the information to assess the capacity of the individual to carry 
out the research as proposed as well as to help assess any potential 
overlap/duplication.

• Requires senior personnel to use an NSF-approved format to generate 
current and pending support information.

• Information must be provided for all current and pending support 
irrespective of whether such support is provided through the proposing 
organization or directly to the individual.

• Project or in-kind contributions without a time commitment are not required 
to be reported in Current and Pending Support.

• In-kind contributions that are intended for use on the project/proposal being 
proposed to NSF must be included as part of the Facilities, Equipment and 
Other Resources section of the proposal.

• Examples of current and pending support expanded to include non-profit 
organizations.
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NSF-Approved Formats
Biographical Sketch

Approved 
Formats
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NSF-Approved Formats
Current & Pending Support

Approved 
Formats



NSF Biographical Sketch
Experience Walk-through



Research.gov Proposal Preparation – Biographical Sketch
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• During proposal 
preparation, users 
provide Biographical 
Sketch information in 
the Senior Personnel 
Documents Section

• When a user clicks 
on Biographical 
Sketch, they are 
taken to a document 
upload page with 
instructions
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Instructions to upload Biographical Sketch:
• Users must submit Biographical Sketches in an NSF-approved format, such as 
SciENcv. A list of approved formats and policy guidance are available at the
NSF-Approved Formats for Biographical Sketch policy page.
• File cannot exceed 2 pages
• Maximum file size permitted is 10 MB
• Only 1 document can be uploaded
• Accepted file types include: Adobe PDF

• Effective June 1, 2020, 
users can access both 
NSF-approved formats 
for the Biographical 
Sketch by clicking on 
the NSF-Approved 
Formats for the 
Biographical Sketch
page or can go directly 
to SciENcv via the link 
provided.

• If the user has already 
generated their 
Biographical Sketch in 
an NSF-approved 
format, they can 
upload the PDF 
document directly to 
their proposal from 
their computer.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/


Research.gov Proposal Preparation – Biographical Sketch

12

• Clicking the NSF-
Approved Formats for 
the Biographical 
Sketch link opens the 
policy page

• If the user clicks the 
SciENcv link, they will 
be directed to the 
SciENcv website.

• If the user clicks the 
NSF Fillable PDF link, 
they will be able to 
download, populate, 
and save the 
completed form to 
their computer.

• This page also links to 
Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs) for 
both NSF-approved 
formats for the 
Biographical Sketch.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/nsfapprovedformats/biosketch.pdf


Research.gov Proposal Preparation – Biographical Sketch
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• Effective June 1, 2020, 
if the user attempts to 
upload a Biographical 
Sketch that is not in an 
NSF-approved format, 
they will receive an 
error at the time of 
upload.

• The error message will 
contain the SciENcv
link and the link to the 
NSF-Approved Formats 
for Biographical Sketch
page.

Biographical Sketch Validation Message

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp


FastLane Proposal Preparation – Biographical Sketch
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• Effective June 1, 
2020, users can 
access both NSF-
approved formats 
for the 
Biographical 
Sketch by clicking 
on the NSF-
Approved 
Formats for the 
Biographical 
Sketch page or 
can go directly to 
SciENcv via the 
link provided.

IMPORTANT NOTE: A Biographical Sketch is required for all Senior Personnel and each individual’s Biographical Sketch must be uploaded as a single PDF file associated with that individual. Users must 
submit Biographical Sketches in an NSF-approved format, such as SciENcv . A list of approved formats and policy guidance are available at the NSF-Approved Formats for Biographical Sketch policy page.

Upload a Biographical Sketch for each Senior Personnel by clicking on the Senior Personnel's button and then clicking on "Transfer File". On that screen click on the Browse button to select the file and then click 
on the "Upload File" button and follow the instructions. 

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/


Grants.gov Proposal Preparation – Biographical Sketch 
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• Effective June 1, 2020, 
users can access both 
NSF-approved formats 
for the Biographical 
Sketch by clicking on 
the NSF-Approved 
Format link.

• If the user has already 
generated their 
Biographical Sketch in 
an NSF-approved 
format, they can 
upload the PDF 
document directly to 
their proposal from 
their computer.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp


NSF Current and Pending Support 
Experience Walk-through



Research.gov Proposal Preparation – Current and Pending 
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• During proposal 
preparation, users 
provide Current and 
Pending Support 
information in the 
Senior Personnel 
Documents Section.

• When a user clicks 
on Current and 
Pending Support, 
they are taken to a 
document upload 
page with 
instructions.
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Instructions to upload Current and Pending Support:
• Users must submit Current and Pending Support documents in an 
NSF-approved format, such as SciENcv. A list of approved formats and policy guidance are 
available at the NSF-Approved Formats for Current and Pending Support policy page.
• Maximum file size permitted is 10 MB
• Only 1 document can be uploaded
• Accepted file types include: Adobe PDF
• Current and pending support must include ongoing projects and proposals (including this project), 

and any subsequent funding the case of continuing grants

• Effective June 1, 2020, 
users can access both 
NSF-approved formats 
for Current and 
Pending Support by 
clicking on the NSF-
Approved Formats for 
Current and Pending 
Support page or can 
go directly to SciENcv
via the link provided.

• If the user has already 
generated their 
Current and Pending 
Support document in 
an NSF-approved 
format, they can 
upload the PDF 
document directly to 
their proposal from 
their computer.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
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• Clicking the NSF-
Approved Formats for 
Current and Pending 
Support link opens the 
policy page.

• If the user clicks the 
SciENcv link, they will 
be directed to the 
SciENcv website

• If the user clicks the 
NSF Fillable PDF link, 
they will be able to 
download, populate, 
and save the 
completed form to 
their computer

• This page also links to 
FAQs for both NSF-
approved formats for 
Current and Pending 
Support.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/nsfapprovedformats/biosketch.pdf
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Current and Pending Support Validation Message

• Effective June 1, 2020, 
if the user attempts to 
upload a Current and 
Pending Support 
document that is not 
in an NSF-approved 
format, they will 
receive an error at the 
time of upload.

• The error message will 
contain the SciENcv
link and the link to the 
NSF-Approved Formats 
for Current and 
Pending Support page.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp


FastLane Proposal Preparation – Current and Pending Support
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Each individual’s Current and Pending Support information must be uploaded as a single PDF file. Users must submit 
Current and Pending Support documents in an NSF-approved format, such as SciENcv. A list of approved formats and policy guidance are 
available at the NSF-Approved Formats for Current and Pending Support policy page.

• Effective June 1, 
2020, users can 
access both NSF-
approved formats for 
Current and Pending 
Support Sketch by 
clicking on the NSF-
Approved Formats for 
Current and Pending 
Support page or can 
go directly to SciENcv
via the link provided.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/


Grants.gov Proposal Preparation – Current and Pending 
Support
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• Effective June 1, 2020, 
users can access both 
NSF-approved formats 
for Current and 
Pending Support by 
clicking on the NSF-
Approved Format link.

• If the user has already 
generated their 
Current and Pending 
Support document in 
an NSF-approved 
format, they can 
upload the PDF 
document directly to 
their proposal from 
their computer.

https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp


Where to Get Help
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• For technical or NSF IT system-related questions, please contact                                                                
the NSF Help Desk at 1-800-673-6188 (7:00 AM - 9:00 PM ET; Monday - Friday 
except federal holidays) or via fastlane@nsf.gov
 SciENcv-specific issues
 Issues with NSF fillable forms
 FastLane and Research.gov system questions

• For technical questions relating to Grants.gov, please contact Grants.gov 
directly at 1-800-518-4726 or support@grants.gov.

• For policy-related questions, please contact policy@nsf.gov

mailto:fastlane@nsf.gov
mailto:support@grants.gov
mailto:policy@nsf.gov
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What is SciENcv?
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

SciENcv supports these federal 
agencies:

• National Science Foundation 
• National Institutes of Health
• Department of Education

Benefits:
• Reduces burden
• Leverages existing 

data from other 
systems

• Automatically formats 
to requirements 
(margins, fonts, etc.)

Science Experts Network 
Curriculum Vitae (SciENcv)
Is a FREE electronic system 

that helps you assemble 
the professional profile 

needed for federal funding 
applications.
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How do I get to SciENcv?

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
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Linking your Research.gov account to SciENcv

Step 1:

Step 2: Step 3:

Step 4:



National Science Foundation

Creating a 
New 
Document {



National Science Foundation

Current and Pending Support
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Creating a 
New C&PS 
Document 
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Current & Pending Support
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Current & Pending Support
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Current & Pending Support: Project / Proposal
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Current & Pending Support: In-Kind Contribution
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Current & Pending Support: In-Kind Contribution
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Current & 
Pending 
Support 
Summary
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Creating a PDF
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SciENcv Homepage 
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My NCBI 
Dashboard
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SciENcv Homepage
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SciENcv Homepage
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SciENcv Homepage
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The Biographical Sketch
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Creating a 
New 
Biosketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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My Bibliography



National Science Foundation

My 
Bibliography
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My NCBI Dashboard
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch
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The Biographical Sketch



National Science Foundation

Creating a 
PDF
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Delegation 

NSF.User@nsf.gov,



National Science Foundation
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Create & store 
multiple documents Output PDFs on demand

From scratch, from a data source, 
or copied from an existing biosketch 

or C&PS form

Have a delegate 
manage accounts

SciENcv: In Summary
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• My NCBI documentation:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/

• My Bibliography documentation:

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/

• SciENcv is available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/

• SciENcv documentation: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv

• SciENcv video overview: 
https://youtu.be/nk7qlbele0k

SciENcv system questions: 1-800-673-6188  or fastlane@nsf.gov

59

SciENcv: Documentation and Help

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3843/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK53595/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv
https://youtu.be/nk7qlbele0k
mailto:fastlane@nsf.gov
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Frequently Asked Questions
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Frequently Asked Questions
• For current and pending support in SciENcv we’re asked to fill in “Person-

Months per Calendar Year.” Is this a departure from how we’ve been asked to 
report in the past? 

• For current and pending support in SciENcv the field for the award number 
only permits numbers to be entered. Can this be changed to also allow 
letters? 

• For current and pending support in SciENcv, are there plans to have SciENcv 
pull directly from NIH Commons, ORCID and FastLane? 

• The current and pending support fillable format allows for 10 
projects/proposals. What should we do if we have more than 10 to include? 

• The biographical sketch fillable form has fixed character amounts which limits 
how I can use the allotted two pages. Are there plans to make any changes to 
this?

• Are there issues with filling out the PDF-fillable forms in any other software 
other than Adobe Acrobat?
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Resources
• Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide 
 https://nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg

• NSF Biographical Sketch website
 https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp

• NSF Current and Pending Support website
 https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp

• SciENcv
 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

• SciENcv Help Topics
 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/

https://nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/biosketch.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/cps.jsp
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK154494/
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For More Information:

Ask Early, Ask Often!

policy@nsf.gov
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